Planning application Ref: 09/00353/FUL
Wind turbine at Farnicombe Farm, Whichford CV36 5PR

Objection by the Cotswolds Conservation Board

1.
The Cotswolds Conservation Board (‘the Board’) was established by Parliament in 2004.

The Board has two statutory purposes
:

a) to conserve and enhance the natural beauty of the AONB; and

b) To increase the understanding and enjoyment of the special qualities of the AONB.

In fulfilling these roles, the Board has a duty to seek to foster the economic and social well-being of people living in the AONB.

2. The Board objects to this application on the grounds that the introduction into the open landscape of an artificial vertical structure, together with the movement of the rotor, will adversely affect the natural beauty of the area, contrary to Planning Policy Statement 7 and Policy EF1 of the Stratford on Avon Local Plan.  
3. In coming to this conclusion the Board has been mindful of advice in Paragraph 11 of Planning Policy Statement 22 regarding renewable energy projects in nationally designated areas. The Board considers that the relatively small output of this turbine does not outweigh the harm caused to the special qualities of the AONB.
4. The Board has had regard to its own Position Statement on renewable energy
, which makes clear that the Board is supportive of all types of renewable energy provided no demonstrable harm would be caused to the special qualities of the AONB.

5. The Board has had regard to the Cotswolds AONB Management Plan 2008-13 which includes policy NRP2; NRP2: That carbon emissions from activities within the AONB are reduced through a combination of reducing energy consumption by applying energy conservation measures and encouraging more sustainable patterns of development, together with renewable energy generation by technologies that are of an appropriate scale for their siting.
6. The Board has had regard to the Cotswolds AONB Landscape Assessment 2004.
 The site lies within the “Whichford Hills and Valleys” Character Area which is of the “Ironstone Hills and Valleys” Character Type. The Board has published a Landscape Strategy and Guidelines for this landscape character type.

7. In the Landscape Assessment a “Key feature” of this landscape type is described as the:
“Complex topography of steeply sided convoluted valleys and rolling rounded ridgelines and hills providing dramatic sweeping views over wide areas of the landscape.”
The landscape is said to be sensitive due to the wide panoramic views

across the landscape from higher elevations and the generally limited woodland cover which would, if more extensive, enable new developments to be screened or integrated into their surroundings. Prominent hills are also sensitive to all forms of development due to their high visual prominence.

A “local force for change” in this landscape type is stated to be the

 “Introduction of vertical elements such as communication masts, wind turbines, electricity pylons and large road signs.”

The “Potential Landscape Implications” of this change are: 
• Introduction of visually intrusive ‘urban’ features to rural landscapes.

• Loss of open character and ‘natural’ appearance.

• Introduction of unnatural movement and loss of tranquillity.

• Breaking up of skyline.

The “Outline Landscape Strategies and Guidelines” for this landscape type include:

· Conserve the open, remote character by objecting to the development of new masts, wind turbines etc, where these would adversely affect views to and across the Ironstone Hills and Valleys and adjacent areas.

• Ensure alternative options have been fully considered.

• Consider other renewable energy technologies.

8. The Board has also had regard to the Warwickshire Landscape Guidelines (1998) which underpin the Council’s own Countryside Design Summary. These Guidelines place the site in the Cotswolds High Wold Landscape character area, which is described as “a large scale rolling landscape of exposed plateau summits and narrow wooded valleys.” The landscape is characterised by “broad exposed plateau tops dissected by valleys”, and “large arable fields”. 
9. The Board is therefore of the opinion that an acknowledged special quality of the landscape within which the proposed wind turbine is proposed to be sited is its open, large scale character, with few vertical elements. The introduction of an artificial vertical feature with rotating parts would be intrusive in this landscape and not capable of successful mitigation.
10.  The Board is supportive of renewable energy generation projects in the AONB. In this instance the Board suggests that photovoltaic panels attached to the farm buildings would be a more appropriate and reliable means of generating electricity on the scale envisaged.

Note

Documents referred to in this objection can be supplied upon request. 

� Section 87, Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000.


� The Position Statement can be downloaded at http://www.cotswoldsaonb.org.uk/userfiles/file/Publications/renewableenergyoct05headed.doc


�http://www.cotswoldsaonb.org.uk/landscape_character_assessment/files/3_TheCotswoldsLandscape_1.pdf


� http://www.cotswoldsaonb.org.uk/userfiles/file/Landscape/06.PDFLCT6-IronstoneHillsVal.pdf





