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The Conservation Board comprises 37 Board Members; 14 nominated 
by the Secretary of State, 15 nominated by the local authorities and 
eight nominated by parish councils. The Board has twin purposes to:

•	 Conserve and enhance the natural beauty of the Cotswolds AONB

•	 Increase the understanding and enjoyment of the special 
qualities of the AONB.

In fulfilling these roles, the Board seeks to foster the economic and 
social well-being of the people who live in the AONB. It is the only 
organisation that looks after the AONB as a whole. 

The Cotswolds Open Dry  
Stone Walling Competition
Dry stone walls are a traditional feature of much of the Cotswolds 
AONB, helping stitch together the fields to form this famous 
landscape. There have been dry stone walls in the Cotswolds since 
the neolithic period 6,000 years ago, although much of what is seen 
today is mostly of the 18th and 19th centuries when large tracts of 
open fields and downland were enclosed. 

These walls, central to the distinctiveness of the Cotswold landscape, 
are now deteriorating due to a combination of factors and the 
Cotswolds Conservation Board is keen to reverse this decline by 
promoting the importance of dry stone walls, providing guidance 
and information and by promoting the skill of dry stone walling. 

The Dry Stone Walling 
Association of Great Britain
The Dry Stone Walling Association of Great Britain was formed at 
the Gatehouse of Fleet, in Galloway in 1968 to preserve, improve and  
provide education in the craft of dry stone walling. The Association 
maintains its standards through a certification scheme with four 
levels of achievement:  

Initial, Intermediate, Advanced and Master Craftsman 

Two branches of the DSWA cover the Cotswolds AONB: The 
Cotswold Branch and South West Branch. They run weekend training 
courses and give demonstrations of dry stone walling at public 
events throughout the Cotswolds. For further information contact:

Cotswold Branch: Shirley Williams on 01608 652938 
Southwest Branch: Simon Knops on 01179 690258

Grid reference: ST 905 950



Name

Address 

				    Postcode

Telephone number 

Competition class

Cotswolds AONB Open Dry  
Stone Walling Competition

Registration Form Class 1 - Professional 
Anyone whose main earnings are derived from dry stone  
walling or who is regularly employed as a dry stone waller

Class 2 - Amateur 
Anyone deriving less than 50% of their earnings from dry stone 
walling or anyone regarding themselves as a competent dry  
stone waller

Class 3 - Novice 
Anyone with some experience of dry stone walling

Class 4 - Beginner pairs 
Any two people who have little experience of dry stone walling

Rules
	 Class 1	 Competitors to strip and rebuild no more  
		  than 2.25 metres of wall
	 Class 2	 Competitors to strip and rebuild no more  
		  than 2.0 metres of wall
	 Class 3	 Competitors to strip and rebuild no more  
		  than 1.5 metres of wall
	 Class 4	 Competitors to strip and rebuild no more  
		  than 1.75 metres of wall

1. 	 Walls to be battered on both sides
2. 	 Stones must be used from competitors’ own stretch
3. 	 All rubbish to be put on the ‘B’ side of the wall
4. 	 Competitors to provide their own tools
5. 	 Excessive use of the hammer will be penalised
6. 	 Points will be deducted if the wall is not completed by the  
	 finish time
7. 	 Uncompleted walls are to be completed after judging
8. 	 The organisers reserve the right to allocate trophies and prize 	
	 money as determined by the points awarded in each case
9. 	 The decision of the judges is final

Wall specification
Wall to be coursed
Wall to be 24’’ at footings
Width under cope stones 15’’
Height under cope stones 36’’ ‘A’ side
‘A’ and ‘B’ sides of the wall will be marked
Cope to be random
Some extra stone will be provided including cope stones

Please tear off this slip and return the completed  
form no later than Tuesday 28th September 2010 to:

Cotswolds AONB  
Open Dry Stone Walling Competition

David Molloy
Cotswolds Conservation Board
Fosseway
Northleach
Gloucestershire
GL54 3JH

Tel: 	 01451 862000
Fax:  	 01451 862001
Email: 
david.molloy@cotswoldsaonb.org.uk

I have read the rules of the competition and I agree to be 
bound by them.

Signature

Marking scheme
Foundations		  20
Cope		  15
Side A		  15
Side B		  15
Middle filling		  15
Batter		  10
Straightness		  10

Judges will be Master Craftsmen of the Dry Stone Walling  
Association of Great Britain.

Competition timetable
08.45	 Draw for stints
09.00	 Walling to commence - no work to start before whistle
12.30	 Lunch break
13.00	 Work to re-start
16.15	 Work to be completed
16.30 	 (approx.) Presentation of prizes

Prizes
Class 1	 1st: Trophy and £120, 2nd: £80, 3rd: £60, 4th: £40
Class 2	 1st: Trophy and £80, 2nd: £50, 3rd: £30
Class 3	 1st: Trophy and £60, 2nd: £40, 3rd: £25
Class 4	 1st: Trophy and £40 each, 2nd: £30 each, 3rd: £20 each

(Prize money will be a cheque forwarded in the post)
There will be an additional prize for the best waller under 21 years  
of age
All competitors to receive certificates
All competitors completing their section of wall but not receiving 
a trophy or prize money will receive £10 for finishing.

The Cotswolds Area Of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty
The Cotswolds was designated as an Area of Outstanding Natural 
Beauty (AONB) in 1966 and extended in area in 1990. It is the 
largest of 38 Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty across England 
and Wales. Covering 790 sq. miles (2038 sq. km) - the Cotswolds is 
the largest AONB in the country.

Competition Classes and Rules


