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Please use this response form if you would like to respond to the individual questions in the Issues and General Approach Report.



    Personal details


    Agent details

Title

First name

Last name

Job title 

(where relevant)

Organisation 

(where relevant)

Address Line 1


Line 2


Line 3


Line 4


Post Code


Tel. no.


E-mail

Please return the completed form to:
Spatial Plans Team (Gypsy and Traveller DPD)

Economy & Enterprise

Wiltshire Council

County Hall

Bythesea Road

Trowbridge

Wiltshire 

BA14 8JN

Alternatively you can submit comments online via: http://consult.wiltshire.gov.uk or by visiting our website www.wiltshire.gov.uk/gypsyandtravellersdpd.gov.uk 
	Identified need

	GTQ1
	Section 5 provides a review of how the accommodation needs of Gypsies, Travellers and Travelling Showpeople has been identified.  This translates into a need for 49 permanent pitches and 27 transit pitches for Gypsies and Travellers within Wiltshire and a further need for 5 Travelling Showpeople plots within the wider area of Wiltshire and Swindon.

Have the accommodation needs of the Gypsy and Traveller and Travelling Showpeople communities been correctly identified?

	Response
	Generally the Cotswolds Conservation Board supports the planned approach to provision of Gypsy and Traveller sites.  

It is noted that the majority of gypsy and traveller and travelling show people have expressed a preference for rural locations.  It is important to note however that as confirmed by Circular 1/2006 priority should be given to good access to services and facilities.  Therefore, the site search should be based initially on urban or edge of urban locations as proposed in the DPD.




	Site issues

	GTQ2
	Section 6 has identified issues relating to what makes a good and successful site for Gypsies, Travellers and Travelling Showpeople; the potential landscape impact of a site, the size of the site; the opportunities for expansion or intensification existing sites; on site requirements and site management.  

Do you agree with the issues identified in Section 6 and are there any other issues which have not been identified?

	Response
	Section 6 correctly refers to the AONBs in Wiltshire and accordingly within Table 7 the site selection criteria also correctly include consideration of whether the site is within the AONB.

It is suggested however that specific reference is made to the Guidance in Circular 1/2006 that states:

“Para.52.  In areas with nationally recognised designations......AONBs.........as with any other form of development, planning permission for gypsy and traveller sites should only be granted where it can be demonstrated that the objectives of the designation will not be compromised by the development”

This point is linked to the comments below in respect of site selection criteria:




	Site selection methodology

	GTQ3
	Do you agree with this proposed site selection methodology?

	Response
	Following the above reference to Circular 1/2006, paragraph 7.3.1of the DPD in respect of the site selection criteria contains an error as it does not follow guidance in the Circular:

Paragraph 7.3.1 of the DPD states:

“However, nationally and locally recognised designations for landscape and nature conservation should not be used in themselves to remove candidate sites from consideration or to refuse planning permission for Gypsy and Traveller sites.”

Circular 1/2006 (para.53) only states in respect of “local landscape and local nature conservation designations” should not be used in themselves to refuse planning permission for gypsy and traveller sites.

This point should be made clear since it is confirmed in Circular 1/2006 that it is possible to use national designations, such as AONB status, to exclude candidate sites or to refuse planning permission, where it can be demonstrated that the objectives of the designation will be compromised by the development.

Paragraph 7.3.1 should therefore be amended to remove reference to nationally recognised designations. This would allow such designation to be used as a reason to exclude sites if considered to be harmful to the purposes of designation.

Accordingly consideration of impact on nationally recognised designations, like the AONBs, should be a key consideration in the site selection process and should be highlighted as such to rule out unsuitable sites where necessary.



	Call for sites

	GTQ4
	This stage of the Gypsy and Traveller Site Allocations DPD allows for potential sites to be submitted for consideration. 

Are you aware of any sites/land that might be suitable for Gypsy and Traveller pitches and/or plots for travelling Showpeople?

Please see Appendix A for details on how to submit potential sites or visit our website www.wiltshire.gov.uk/gypsyandtravellersdpd 


	Any other issues

	GTQ5
	If you have any other comments on any part of this consultation document please use the space provided. (Please continue on a separate sheet if necessary).

	Response
	No further comments
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