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COTSWOLDS CONSERVATION BOARD

POSITION STATEMENT 


Renewable Energy Projects

Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONBs) have been designated by the Government for the purpose of ensuring that the special qualities of the finest landscapes in England and Wales are conserved and enhanced.

The Cotswolds Conservation Board is the body responsible for coordinating the conservation and enhancement of the Cotswolds AONB.

The Cotswolds Conservation Board supports renewable energy generation within the AONB or contiguous areas provided it is consistent with conserving and enhancing the landscape and natural beauty of the area. This policy is contained in the Cotswolds AONB Management Plan which has been adopted by all the local authorities covering parts of the AONB. The policy is totally in line with Government Policy and emerging regional and local policies. All these statements make it clear that the purpose of designating an AONB takes priority over other considerations. This makes sense as the contribution that can be made from the AONB to national and regional renewable energy generation targets is small while the harm to what is an area of national heritage enjoyed by many people could be great.

The Board recognises that small scale renewable energy projects may well be able to be accommodated within the landscape without causing harm. However what constitutes “small” and the significance of any visual impact must be defined by the critical characteristics which make that landscape special. Projects which are close to existing settlements where the impact of man made structures are more prevalent will be more acceptable than projects in the open countryside where visual clutter should be avoided. All renewable energy proposals must be justified by reference to a landscape impact assessment.
Wind turbines can fulfill an important role in the generation of renewable electricity. However, due to the function of wind turbines they are often positioned in exposed locations and can have a visual impact over a wide area that can be unacceptably harmful. When turbines are grouped in numbers to create 'wind farms' their harmful impact on the landscape is likely to be greater.  
It follows that within the AONB and areas easily visible from the AONB:

· Wind farms or large scale bio mass energy generation facilities are likely to be inappropriate.

· Small scale single wind turbines  promoted by individual businesses and local communities and designed to produce electricity for local use can be more readily assimilated into the landscape.

· With care solar photovoltaic and solar thermal applications can be installed with only limited visual impact and should be encouraged.

· Ground source heat pumps should be encouraged in new constructions or conversions.

· Small scale hydro applications would be welcome provided biodiversity issues are taken into account.

· Bioenergy would be welcome for its contribution to farm diversification. However the siting of a large scale facility may be difficult. Small to medium scale community projects are encouraged, in particular where they generate heat. 

· Biofuels schemes are welcomed in principle provided care is taken to ensure that the scale of the processing site including traffic flows is consistent with the landscape character and tranquillity and that agricultural monoculture is avoided. Large scale industrial processing sites will not meet these criteria.

· The use of wood to provide heat and or electricity would also have benefits for woodland management and waste reduction. 
Each of the above sources has implementation drawbacks. The Board wishes to work with farmers, local communities and renewable energy promoters to overcome those problems in a way which is consistent with the protection of the landscape. This could take the form of pilot projects.

In order to assist local authorities in devising the criteria based policies which are required under government policy on where and how renewable energy (particularly wind turbine) projects may be acceptable within the AONB, the Cotswolds Conservation Board may commission a sensitivity study of the landscape based on the landscape character assessment which has already been completed for the whole area. 

The Cotswolds Conservation Board recognises that new technologies for renewable energy generation are being developed and may issue further guidance on this topic as necessary.
NOTES
1.
The Cotswolds Conservation Board is responsible for conserving and enhancing the Cotswolds Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB).  The Board is comprised of members drawn from local authorities, organisations, parish councils and individuals appointed by the Secretary of State. The Board, formed in December 2004, is the only organisation that looks after the AONB as a whole.

2.
The Cotswolds AONB was designated in 1966 and extended in area in 1990.  It is one of 41 Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty across England and Wales.  It is the largest AONB, covering 790 sq.miles (2038 sq.km).  It is a landscape of equal importance to National Parks such as Snowdonia and the Lake District.

For further information contact:
Malcolm Watt, 
Planning Officer, 
Cotswolds Conservation Board
Tel: 01451 862004  
Fax: 01451 862001 
email:  malcolm.watt@cotswoldsaonb.org.uk.

website:  www.cotswoldsaonb.org.uk.
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