Planning Application 09/00307/EREG03
Newbridge Park and Ride Expansion

Response of the Cotswolds Conservation Board

The Cotswolds Conservation Board objects to this application on the following grounds:

1. The site currently consists of agricultural land bounded by trees and hedgerows. The proposed development will involve the construction of extensive areas of hard standing for 500 car parking spaces and associated roadways. The mitigation measures include bunding and regimented lines of tress which are not characteristic of the area. The Board considers that this proposal does not conserve and enhance the Cotswolds Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) of which the site forms part. The adverse impact of the proposal is therefore contrary to the purpose of designation of the AONB, Planning Policy Statement 7, Policy ENV3 (Protected landscapes) of the South West Regional Spatial Strategy, and Local Plan Policies NE1 and  NE2.
2. The Board supports the objection of the British Astronomical Association’s Campaign for Dark Skies submitted on 12th February 2009. The current lighting proposal would adversely impact the tranquillity of the Cotswolds AONB contrary to the purpose of designation of the AONB, Planning Policy Statement 7, Policy ENV4 of the South West Regional Spatial Strategy, and Local Plan Policy NE2.
