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COTSWOLDS CONSERVATION BOARD

POSITION STATEMENT 


Preliminary statement – Miscanthus planting

Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONBs) have been designated by the Government for the purpose of ensuring that the special qualities of the finest landscapes in England and Wales are conserved and enhanced.

The Cotswolds Conservation Board is the body responsible for coordinating the conservation and enhancement of the Cotswolds AONB.

Current proposals for planting Miscanthus within and adjacent to the Cotswolds AONB are for renewable energy generation.
The Cotswolds Conservation Board supports renewable energy generation within the AONB or contiguous areas provided it is consistent with conserving and enhancing the landscape and natural beauty of the area. This policy is contained in the Cotswolds AONB Management Plan which has been adopted by all the local authorities covering parts of the AONB. The policy is totally in line with Government Policy and emerging regional and local policies. All these statements make it clear that the purpose of designating an AONB takes priority over other considerations. This makes sense as the contribution that can be made from the AONB to national and regional renewable energy generation targets is small while the harm to what is an area of national heritage enjoyed by many people could be great.

Miscanthus can make an important contribution to renewable electricity generation and initially is to be used for co-firing at Didcot Power Station. However, Miscanthus can grow up to 3.5m in height and consequently can be visually intrusive in the landscape. There are also concerns that the crop rhizomes may creep, albeit slowly, into field boundaries and possibly adjacent habitats. Therefore the Board expects a cautious approach to the planting of this new crop within or adjacent to the AONB. The Board also strongly supports continued research into Miscanthus and its impacts on the environment.
The planting of Miscanthus is not appropriate:

· Where planting would intrude into or restrict views, particularly open views across the landscape. 
· In fields with cross field public rights of way
· On skyline sites. 

· On semi-natural habitats including unimproved limestone grassland, ancient woodland sites, wetlands.

· On permanent pasture 

· On sites with national and local BAP species that could be affected in a negative way, this includes rare arable plants such as Shepherds Needle and farmland birds such as Cornbunting. A list of species is overleaf.
· Where archaeological sites could be damaged, or significant historic landscape ( such as designed Parkland) would be adversely affected
· On or obscuring locations of geological or geomorphological importance. This includes dry valley systems, valley bulges and other features for which the Cotswolds are important. 

· On sites with poor road access

· On steep slopes or adjacent to watercourses where there is potential for soil erosion

 

The crop will also need to be managed to prevent any risk of the rhizomes creeping into hedges, dry stone walls and into key habitats such as unimproved grassland and woodland, especially ancient woodland.

Up to 10% of the area to be planted should be left as open ground and wide field margins/headlands should be retained. In addition, those field margins with public rights of way over them should be left unplanted and maintained by the landowner to at least twice the minimum width specified in the Highways Act 1980 (as amended by the Rights of Way Act 1990). The Board hopes these elements will be taken up in accordance with the Defra guidance

The Cotswolds Conservation Board wishes to work with farmers, renewable energy promoters and Defra to overcome the identified issues in a way which is consistent with the protection of the landscape and biodiversity.
The Board recognises that knowledge of the impact of Miscanthus and its impact on the Cotswolds AONB will improve over time and revised guidance may be issued.

Statement adopted:  September 2006

Biodiversity Action Plan Species that may be adversely affected by the planting of miscanthus:

Farmland Birds

Cornbunting

Grey Partridge

Linnet

Lapwing (nesting sites)

Tree Sparrow

Skylark (nesting sites)

Rare Arable Plants

Shepherds Needle

Broad-fruited Cornsalad
Cotswold Pennycress

Cornflower

Red-hemp Nettle

Mammals

Brown Hare
