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Benefits from deer management and sensitive approach
The prime purpose of managing deer is to maintain a healthy to.the management of Recorded deer 5 vam
: ) : . : wild deer . . .

population of deer in balance with their environment. But vehicle collisions
there are wider benefits relating to the rural economy and B An experienced 2000-2007
tourism and these have potential for development in the and knowledgeable
Cotswolds: capability in deer
B Aviable local venison industry. Currently, the majority management

of deer carcasses resulting from deer culling in the B Aninformed public

Cotswolds are sold direct to game processors outside the understanding of deer

AONB. Prices received fluctuate depending upon regional management

and national demands. Recent changes to Meat Hygiene
Regulations have relaxed some of the constraints on
producing small amounts of wild game meat, including
venison, for local sale direct to the final consumer and this
could open up a number of opportunities for establishing
local venison production, possibly exploiting the
Cotswolds brand.
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B Increasing the opportunities for tourism. The public love Toenable landowners to

to see deer and this could be exploited in the Cotswolds,
as elsewhere, through the provision of opportunities to
watch deer, for example on guided walks.

implement sustainable,
landscape scale deer
management, the DI
provides a range of advice
and support for deer
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Advice on deer management, including to E ‘]Il\ raising and venison
local Deer Management Groups, is provided  += marketing.

through the Deer Initiative (DI). it -I;J[ Ve ’ :.
The DI has produced a 1.
comprehensive set of Best ;
Practice Guides available
on their website.
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The Dlis a broad partnership of statutory, voluntary and
private organisations dedicated to “the achievement and
maintenance of a sustainable and healthy population of
wild deer in England and Wales”. The partners abide by the -
principles of The Deer Accord and encourage others to share ~— iz - A
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