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Introduction
The Government has established a Sustainable Development Fund (SDF) for each of the Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB) in England, initially for 2005/06 the Fund was extended. The Cotswolds Conservation Board Fund has £40,000 to award as grants this year.  
Funding for SDF has come from Department of Environment Food and Rural Affairs (Defra). The SDF reflects the Defra objectives of sustainable development, partnership and social inclusion. It can contribute to projects that support the purpose of AONB designation i.e. the conservation and enhancement of natural beauty in the Cotswolds. Projects should also bring environmental, economic and social benefit to the area. 
The Fund seeks to achieve AONB objectives by encouraging individuals, community groups and businesses to develop practical sustainable and local projects. Defra has stated that they wish the scheme to ‘develop and test new ways of achieving more sustainable ways of living in countryside of great natural beauty and diversity, which enhance and conserve local culture, wildlife, landscape, land use and community’
What is sustainable development?
Sustainable development in the Cotswolds AONB will promote, enhance (and conserve) the environmental, economic and community well being of the area to ensure an improved quality of life for everyone, now and for future generations. 

Achieving sustainable development will normally require working towards four, interconnected, goals: 

· social progress which meets the needs of everyone 
· protecting and enhancing the environment 

· ensuring a diverse and prosperous rural economy (which supports the conservation and enhancement of the area's special qualities) 

· the prudent use of natural resources.

Individual projects can place particular emphasis on any one of these four goals. Ideally, they should seek to make progress on all of them, but must demonstrate no negative impact on any.
A sample sustainability checklist can be downloaded from the Conservation Board’s website. Completing this list will help you assess how well your project fits the fund’s criteria.

Who can apply?
Public, private, voluntary sector, individuals, businesses or community groups can apply. Individuals or businesses can only be beneficiaries where the project shows a clear benefit to the wider community.

What kind of project can apply?
Projects must meet all of the essential criteria and at least one of the essential criteria listed below.
Essential criteria:

· Help deliver the Cotswolds Conservation Board’s Management Plan for the AONB  (copies can be viewed on-line at www.cotswoldsaonb.org.uk). This means that the project must address one or more of the following issues:

· Landscape and Geology;

· Biodiversity

· Historic Environment

· Sustainable Resources

· Living and Working in the Cotswolds

· Farming and Rural Land Use

· Forestry, Woodland and Trees

· Tourism, Recreation and Access

· Transport

· Planning & Development

· Further the purposes of the AONB to conserve and enhance natural beauty of the area. There are three related purposes:
· recreation (‘the demand for recreation should be met in so far as it is consistent with the conservation of natural beauty’)
· socio-economic (‘account should be taken of the needs of agriculture, forestry, other rural industries, and the economic and social needs of local communities’)
· sustainable development (‘particular regard should be paid to promoting sustainable forms of social and economic development that in themselves conserve and enhance the environment’)

· promote sustainable development

· have the demonstrable support or involvement of communities

· be complementary to key local, regional or national strategies
· funding cannot be retrospective
Desirable criteria:

· demonstrate innovation or best practice

· link community, economy, culture and environment

· develop skills and “capacity building” in the community

· involve young people

· combat social exclusion and promote diversity

· bring organisations and people together to co-operate in tackling problems or promoting new ideas

· encourage links between rural and urban groups

· lever in contributions from other sources

· have little access to alternative public funding

· add value or new dimensions to existing sustainability projects.

You don’t have to live or work within the AONB to apply. But you will have to demonstrate that your project will have a positive impact upon the AONB and satisfy the core criteria of the grant. A map of the AONB is available on the Conservation Board’s web site.
Examples of projects could include:
· renewable / green energy schemes

· sustainable transport

· environmental building design

· awareness campaigns

· innovative products or initiatives

· community environmental schemes

· recycling schemes

· conservation activities

· promoting local produce.

Grants
· Small grants of a few hundred pounds are possible; but grants are unlikely to exceed £13,000.  

· The SDF grant can provide up to 75% of total project costs subject to State Aid regulations (see notes below relating to government and local authority projects).

· In exceptional cases, 100% may be provided for voluntary bodies. In most cases this would require in-kind contributions such as volunteer time, loan of equipment, premises, land, etc. Volunteer time is valued at £50 per day or £6.25 per hour. Specialist, technical or professional volunteers are valued at £100 per day or £12.50 per hour.
· For government organizations i.e. bodies funded directly through the Treasury (not local authorities), the level of SDF grant plus match-funding from government organisations should not exceed 50% of the total project budget.
· The scheme can provide up to 50% funding to local authorities to match funding from the applicant. Please note funding is not available to meet statutory responsibilities.
· In all cases, an agreement setting out what is required for satisfactory completion of the project will be signed prior to receipt of grant.  There will also be requirements about monitoring and recording the project outputs.

Grants can be used to:
· Initiate new sustainable development projects;

· Provide match-funding for new sustainable development projects;

· Add value to existing sustainable development projects;

· Add a sustainable development aspect to existing projects. 
· A SDF grant can fund:
· project materials, equipment and implementation
· feasibility studies
· publicity and marketing
· labour and contractors costs
How we assess your application
The SDF is a competitive grant fund. Applications will be considered on a first come, first served basis. The decision whether to award a grant is made by the Conservation Board’s Grants Sub-committee. Members have a range of interests and experience. Applications will be assessed against the fund’s aims and criteria. Applicants will be notified of the Sub-committee’s decision within two weeks of the meeting.
Applications for grants of less than £1000 do not necessarily have to be considered by the Grants Sub-committee and should be handled quickly.

Before you submit an application, please speak to the Sustainable Development Fund Officer; who can guide and support the development of your application where appropriate.

If you are successful.
· Grants will normally be paid in arrears/on completion. However, if needed an interim payment of up to 50% of the grant can be paid if approved by the Sustainable Development Officer. You will need to provide receipts to claim payment, unless a different arrangement has been agreed in advance. 
· The AONB will monitor the progress of projects and may, if required, carry out site inspections prior to the approval of grant, before making any payments and at project completion.
· You will be required to sign a declaration stating that you accept unconditionally the terms and conditions of the fund.
· The final instalment of the grant will normally be paid on completion of the project and will be dependent on the submission of relevant records (e.g. receipted invoices) as evidence of expenditure. 

· There is a national monitoring programme to oversee the working of the fund. Therefore all projects supported by it must be ready to provide relevant information as requested; and allow access to the national monitoring team if asked to do so. 

How to Apply
· Completed applications (preferably typed, or if not, clearly written in black ink) should be submitted on the application form provided to:

Sustainable Development Fund Officer, 

Cotswolds Conservation Board.

The Old Prison,

Cotswold Heritage Centre,

Northleach,

Glos GL54 3JH. 

Tel: 01451 862035 or 
E-mail: anne.powell@cotswoldsaonb.org.uk 
COTSWOLDS CONSERVATION BOARD.





Sustainable Development Fund:





Funding criteria and Guidance Notes for Applicants in 2009.
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