[image: image2.png]Lo B

of Outstanding Natural Beauty




The Chilterns 

Conservation Board

Chilterns AONB Office

The Lodge

90 Station Road

Chinnor

Oxfordshire

OX39 4HA

Contact: Colin White




Chairman:
Sir John Johnson

Tel: 01844 355507




Vice Chairman:
Cllr Bill Storey

Fax: 01844 355501




Chief Officer:
Steve Rodrick

E Mail: cwhite@chilternsaonb.org





www.chilternsaonb.org




 

30th March 2009
Linda Rawlings
Planning Reform Team

DCLG

1st Floor, Eland House, Bressenden Place

London SW1 5DU

My Ref.: Dev Plans/DCLG Consultations/CCBs response re Stat Consultees for NPSs 300309
By E-mail only – statutoryconsulteesforNPSs@communities.gsi.gov.uk
Dear Madam,

Consultation – List of statutory consultees for National Policy Statements
The Chilterns and Cotswolds Conservation Boards have obtained information about the above consultation from the DCLG website and having examined the document wish to make the comments as detailed in the attached appendix (Appendix 2) by way of response.
It should be noted that not all elements of the public consultation document have been responded to, only those that are considered to have a direct or indirect impact on the Chilterns or Cotswolds Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty or their management, or the Chilterns or Cotswolds AONB Conservation Boards.

The Chilterns Conservation Board is a body that represents the interests of all those people that live in and enjoy the Chilterns AONB. It is made up of representatives nominated by the organisations listed in Appendix 1.

The attached response has been prepared under delegated powers and will be presented for approval to the Conservation Board’s Planning Committee which meets on 3rd June 2009. Should you require any further information do not hesitate to contact me.

Yours faithfully,


[image: image1.wmf]
Colin White MRTPI

Planning Officer

For and on behalf of the Chilterns Conservation Board

Copy to: Chilterns Conservation Board Planning Committee, NAAONB, SE and E AONB Planning Officers (e-mail)
Appendix 1

List of Organisations providing Nominees to the Chilterns Conservation Board

· Bedfordshire, Buckinghamshire, Hertfordshire and Oxfordshire County Councils;

· Aylesbury Vale, Chiltern, Mid Bedfordshire, North Hertfordshire, South Bedfordshire, South Buckinghamshire, South Oxfordshire, Three Rivers and Wycombe District Councils;

· Dacorum and Luton Borough Councils:

· The Bedfordshire, Buckinghamshire, Hertfordshire and Oxfordshire Parish Councils (6 elected in total), and

· DEFRA (8 in total).

Appendix 2

Chilterns and Cotswolds Conservation Boards Comments on the Consultation on list of statutory consultees for National Policy Statements
Conservation Boards

A Conservation Board is a statutory independent corporate body set up by Parliamentary Order under the provisions of Section 86 of the Countryside and Rights of Way (CRoW) Act 2000.

Section 87 of the CRoW Act sets out the purposes of a conservation board as:

a) the purpose of conserving and enhancing the natural beauty of the area of outstanding natural beauty, and

b) the purpose of increasing the understanding and enjoyment by the public of the special qualities of the area of outstanding natural beauty

But if it appears to the board that there is a conflict between those purposes, they are to attach greater weight to the purpose mentioned in paragraph (a).

Furthermore “A conservation board, while having regard to the purposes mentioned in subsection (1) [of Section 87], shall seek to foster the economic and social well-being of local communities within the area of outstanding natural beauty, and shall for that purpose co-operate with local authorities and public bodies whose functions include the promotion of economic or social development within the area of outstanding natural beauty.”

Section 85 of the CRoW Act states under “General duty of public bodies etc” 

“(1) In exercising or performing any functions in relation to, or so as to affect, land in an area of outstanding natural beauty, a relevant authority shall have regard to the purpose of conserving and enhancing the natural beauty of the area of outstanding natural beauty.”

Response of the Chilterns and Cotswolds Conservation Boards
1. The Boards generally welcome the principles contained in the consultation document. However, we have some specific comments to make about some of the contents. Please note that not all sections have been commented on. The consultation asks if we agree that the draft Regulations capture the organisations which the Secretary of State should be legally obliged to consult before designating a statement as a National Policy Statement and if not what changes would we make to the list of organisations.
2. The Boards’ response to the first question is no, we do not agree that the draft Regulations capture the organisations which the Secretary of State should be legally obliged to consult before designating a statement as a National Policy Statement.
3. In answer to the second question we suggest that Conservation Boards for Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONBs) should be included in the list of organisations that should be consulted, for the reasons set out below.
4. Nationally protected landscapes include National Parks, The Broads and Areas of Outstanding Natural Beauty. The interests of the National Parks, The Broads and AONBs currently covered by joint committee arrangements are considered to be included in the list of statutory consultees by virtue of Regulation 2 whereby ‘local authority’ is taken as meaning a county or district council, a National Park authority and the Broads Authority. However, the interests of those AONBs administered by statutory Conservation Boards (the Chilterns and the Cotswolds at present) are not considered to be adequately addressed and in fact they do not feature at all in the list as it stands at the moment.
5. In accordance with the provisions of The Chilterns and The Cotswolds Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty (Establishment of Conservation Board) Orders 2004 (S.I. 2004 No. 1778 and S.I. 2004 No. 1777) in undertaking various functions the Boards have to act as if they were local authorities. However, the Conservation Boards are considered to fall between the stools of local planning authority and Natural England (both of which are included in the list).
6. Along with many other bodies the Government considers AONB Conservation Boards to be ‘relevant authorities’ and therefore subject to the duties required by Section 85 of the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000. The Board considers that this Act is relevant (see paragraphs 14 and 28 [regarding NDPBs] of the consultation document) and that the Statutory Instrument that is proposed should therefore be amended to include AONB Conservation Boards in Table 1 for ‘all cases’.
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